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TRIBUTE TO ROBERT A. MUNYAN

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 15, 1999

Mr. PALLONE, Mr. Speaker, on July 20,
1999, a long and illustrious career will come to
an end with the retirement of Mr. Robert A.
Munyan, the Business Manager of the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
(IBEW) Local Union 1289 in Wall, NJ.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Munyan was hired by Jer-
sey Central Power and Light Co. in 1956, and
he retired in 1996 after four decades of loyal
service. He became President and Business
Manager for Local Union 1289 in 1980. Prior
to becoming President and Business Manager,
he has held the following positions in the
Local: Shop Steward, Executive Board Mem-
ber and Chairman, and Vice President. He
has been involved in contract negotiations for
the members of the Local and System Council
U–3 since 1979.

Mr. Munyan has had a significant role in
many of the key public policy issues facing our
state. He represented the New Jersey State
AFL–CIO in shaping the New Jersey Master
Energy Plan. He has been actively involved in
protecting workers’ rights as the electricity de-
regulation issue is debated in the State Legis-
lature. Throughout his career, Robert Munyan
has been a strong proponent of the impor-
tance of political education. He has done a
tremendous job of instilling in working men
and women an appreciation of the need for or-
ganization and political awareness. He has
also reached out to educate the political lead-
ership about the needs and aspirations of
working people.

Mr. Speaker, after his August 21st retire-
ment dinner, I know that Mr. Munyan—who
has been married for 40 years, with two chil-
dren and two grandchildren—is looking for-
ward to the opportunity that retirement will pro-
vide for him to spend more time with his fam-
ily. But I hope he will continue to play an im-
portant role in public affairs. We will still ben-
efit from his leadership, energy and dedication
to the fight on behalf of the working men and
women of our state and our nation.
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IN CELEBRATION OF THE 30TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE APOLLO 11
MOON LANDING AND ANNIVER-
SARY CELEBRATION ABOARD
THE U.S.S. HORNET MUSEUM IN
ALAMEDA, CA

HON. BARBARA LEE
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 15, 1999

Mr. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in celebration
of the 30th anniversary of the historic Apollo
11 moon landing by astronauts Neil Arm-
strong, Edwin ‘‘Buzz’’ Aldrin and Michael Col-
lins. This milestone will be commemorated
aboard the U.S.S. Hornet Museum with a
nine-day festival, called ‘‘Moonfest 1999.’’

Moonfest 1999 is an event blending history,
education and family entertainment together in
celebration of one of the greatest achieve-
ments of the 20th Century. The festival will in-
clude an airshow, lectures, exhibits, moon and

star gazing parties, a film series, receptions
and youth activities beginning on Friday, July
16th and concluding on Saturday, July 24th,
1999.

The dates of the festival have special mean-
ing because July 16, 1969, is the date the
Apollo 11 crew departed from earth, landing
on the moon on July 20th, and recovered
safely by the aircraft carrier U.S.S. Hornet in
the Pacific Ocean on July 24th.

Planning for the first human landing on the
moon began in April 1957 and in July 1960,
NASA named the program ‘‘Project Apollo’’
with five goals: (1) to land American explorers
on the Moon and return them safely to Earth;
(2) to establish the technology required to
meet other national interests in space; (3) to
achieve for the United States preeminence in
space; (4) to carry out a program of scientific
exploration of the Moon; and (5) to develop
human kind’s capability to work in the lunar
environment. With Apollo 11’s mission, these
goals were met.

On the morning of July 24, 1969, the Air-
craft Carrier U.S.S. Hornet, as the Primary Re-
covery Carrier, successfully recovered the
Apollo 11 astronauts. On board the Hornet to
welcome the astronauts back was the Presi-
dent of the United States, NASA personnel,
distinguished guests and the Hornet’s crew.

This historic landing, and the many that fol-
lowed, was achieved in large part by the dedi-
cation and creatively of several California
aerospace corporations and their subcontrac-
tors, as well as citizens, universities and gov-
ernment agencies of the State of California.

I proudly join citizens throughout the world
in celebrating the 30th anniversary of the mon-
umental achievement of the first lunar landing.
I also want to thank the U.S.S. Hornet, her
crew and all of the people involved with the
Apollo Program for successfully bringing the
Apollo 11 crew home safely. I am excited and
honored to join in this celebration and encour-
age all to participate in the Moonfest 1999 ac-
tivities.
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A POINT OF LIGHT FOR ALL
AMERICANS: REVEREND BOOKER
T. MCCOLLUM

HON. MAJOR R. OWENS
OF NEW YORK
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Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
Reverend Booker T. McCollum, an individual
who has tirelessly dedicated his life to making
society better. This individual has made a life-
time commitment to the church and to the
community. His vision, generosity, and devo-
tion have empowered Reverend McCollum to
not only spread the word of God but to uplift
all those he has encountered. Reverend Book-
er T. McCollum is a great ‘‘Point-of-Light’’
whose work has not gone unappreciated or
unnoticed.

Although his roots are in Mississippi, Rev-
erend McCollum began his ministry in Brook-
lyn, NY. After relocating to New York, he
joined the Friendship Baptist Church in Brook-
lyn and faithfully served as assistant church
clerk, chairman of the trustees and deacon
boards, and later as assistant to the pastor. In
1964, Reverend McCollum accepted the call
to preach. By 1966, the reverend became an

ordained and licensed Baptist minister. He
continued to work diligently at the Friendship
Baptist Church until he was moved by God to
pursue his vision of starting a new church mis-
sion.

The vision would materialize as the St. An-
thony Baptist Church located at 425 Utica Av-
enue, Brooklyn, NY. Reverend McCollum
adopted the philosophy: ‘‘St. Anthony Baptist
Church is the church where everybody is
somebody and God is over all and where
there are no big I’s and little U’s.’’ This philos-
ophy has helped what was once a gathering
of a few faithful members at the home of Mr.
& Mrs. James Parker become a pillar in the
Brooklyn community.

Reverend McCollum was educated at Cor-
nell Labor College of Law and the Baptist
Education Center. His professional career in-
cludes employment with The United Furniture
Workers Labor Union, Local 140 where he
held the position of secretary/treasurer. He
served in a religious capacity as president of
the Evangelical Minister’s Union, and he is the
recipient of countless awards and citations. In
addition to serving God and his community,
Reverend McCollum served his country with
distinction in the U.S. Navy.

Reverend Booker T. McCollum married
‘‘Grace Barnes’’ in 1943. There were happily
married for more than 50 years and had three
children: David, Gloria and Russell. His distin-
guished life marks one of dedication to com-
munity, to God, and to family. Reverend
McCollum is a great ‘‘Point of Light,’’ not only
for people of his New York community, but for
all of the people of America.
f

IN RECOGNITION OF HOUSTON
ASTROS MANAGER LARRY
DIERKER

HON. KEN BENTSEN
OF TEXAS
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Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I want to offer
my best wishes to Houston Astros manager
Larry Dierker who will return to the dugout to-
night, just four weeks after undergoing surgery
that removed the cause of a grand mal sei-
zure he suffered on June 13, 1999.

Although he must still take medication for
the foreseeable future, Larry’s doctors have
told him he has little chance of recurrence of
the seizure that struck without warning as he
sat in the Astros’ dugout. Like all Houstonians,
I was shocked and alarmed by the severity of
the seizure which played out on television and
before nearly 30,000 fans at the Astrodome in
Houston. In the moments following his seizure,
I was struck by the presence and courage of
the Astros players, personnel and paramedics
who rushed to Larry’s aid. In particular, I was
impressed by the response of outfielder Derek
Bell, who took direct, physical action to keep
Larry from further injury.

As every Astros fan knows, Larry Dierker is
in his third season as manager of the Astros.
In 1998, he was named the National League
Manager of the Year after leading the Astros
to a record 102 wins. Before taking over as
manager in October 1996, Dierker spent 17
seasons as an Astros radio and television
broadcaster. He led the Astros to the National
League Central title in his first season, then to
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